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'STAR WARS' ANTICIPATION BRIN GS BACK CHILDHOOD MEMO RIES
FOR TWO GENERATIONS - UD STUDENTS, FACULTY
DAYTON, Ohio- You might call Travis Chaney, 23, a Star Wars junkie.
Chaney estimates that by the seventh grade he had seen each of the three movies 150
times. Chaney, a senior majoring in mechanical and aeronautical engineering at the University
Dayton, says he doesn't have time to watch the trilogy as often these days, only "about five to
10 times a year."
He owns six video copies of the movies- one has been watched so many times that it's
turned black-and-white. "Watching the movies just makes me feel good," he says. "The movies
are a huge epic that stretches over hundreds of years. You don' t really see that kind of movie
anymore."
Chaney says he got hooked at age 4 when he saw Empire Strikes Back during its first
release in 1980. That's when he started his collection of action figures, game pieces and other
movie paraphernalia. He continues to add to his collection by shopping at toy stores, flea
markets, collector's conventions and through the Internet. "I left most of my stuff at home
(Pricetown, Ohio). I have some of the sm all stuff here," he says.
He's seen the new movie trailer six times, and he plans to be the first in line for the May
21 release of The Phantom Menace. "I remember when I was young, w aiting in line to see Return of
the Jedi. This takes me back to my childhood."
Chaney says he's not worried about the movie measuring up to the promotional hype.
"George Lucas has never let me down before," he says. "My hope is that it beats out Titanic. I'm
tired of hearing about how Titanic beat out the Star Wars movies at the box office."
Jim Farrelly, a professor of English at UD, predicts the newest m ovie will live up to the
frenzy . "The film will be a success, I'm sure," he says. "Critics may not be dancing for joy
because they -like the audiences- will have high expectations, but I think the public will be
satisfied and begging for more."
The themes of the original movies- the hero's quest, good versus evil, love and
commitment and the public versus the private self- are themes audiences will see again,
Farrelly says. "We 50-plus folks want to know what the prequel has to offer, and the second
generation, now in their 20s, share our anticipation, if not for history at least for sheer
entertainment and, of course, special effects."
The trend in popular
movies is the special effects, says Michael Berger, a UD student
J
and president of the fantasy and science fiction appreciation club at UD. "Even though they
w ere using technology from 20 years ago, the Star Wars movies still stand up as equal to
-over-
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anything on the screen today."
But it's not just the special effects, Berger says. "Lucas tapped into some primal themes.
It's basically a morality play -good versus evil, the struggle against father, the everyday hero
-people can relate," he says.
The 30-member science fiction club plans on seeing the prequel as a group when it's
released, as they did in 1997 during there-release of the first movie. "The people in the theater
were cheering at all the appropriate spots. It becomes very much a bonding experience," he
says.
For Joseph Patrouch, a retired UD English professor, the Star Wars movies bring back
childhood memories from a different generation. "When the first Star Wars came out, it was
reminiscent of the sci-fi from the 1930s and '40s that first got me interested in science fiction ."
That genre was called space opera, says Patrouch, who taught science fiction classes at
UD and started a sci-fi collection at UD's Roesch Library in 1973.
"That's the kind of stuff that really turned me on. It's that idea of 'what's out there?"'
Patrouch says. "It's the notion of moving out- now that we've filled up the whole Earth, it's
time to move on. It's about meeting other kinds of intelligent hfe. It's about seeing the sun rise
from another planet."
The appeal of science fiction is its "sense of wonder," Patrouch says. "For me, that
'sense' is sight. Successful writers, for me, are the ones that describe things I've never seen
before." Patrouch says the the Star Wars writers do just that.
However, the notion of galactic empires and inter-planetary police are not new. They
were first described by writers such as Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brackett in their 1947
novel The Star Kings or Henry Kuttner and Catherine Moore's The Time Axis, Patrouch says.
Other "star-spanning stories still worth reading" can be found by looking for authors
such as A.E. Vogt, Cordwainer Smith, Isaac Asimov and Robert Heinlein, he says.
Many of these authors can be found in the collection that Patrouch started at UD. The
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America collection is one of only nine regional
repositories in the country. Located on the second floor of Roesch Library, the collection has
grown from about 70 to more than 3,300 books, with hundreds more waiting to be cataloged.
It's the only fiction collection in the library.
The Star Wars prequel is a look back in more ways than one, Patrouch says. "The new
release is keeping old-fashioned space opera alive,"he says. "It was appealing to me as a teenager just as it's appealing to teen-agers of today."
-30For media interviews, call Travis Chaney at (937) 285-8893 or Michael Berger at (937)
586-0309. Call Joe Patrouch at home at (937) 298-4058. Call Jim Farrelly at (937) 229-3435 or
e-mail farrell y@hm.checkov.uda yton.ed u.

